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SATURDAY, MARCH 7, 2009

Jury awards family
$11M in man’s death

Perth Amboy oral surgeon held responsible

BY SUE EPSTEIN Keller had a hereditary condi-
STAR-LEDGER STAFF tlon that caused his immune sys-
A Jury in New Brunswick de- tem to react to any trauma to his
clded yesterday that a Perth face or hands by swelling, He had
Amboy oral surgeon caused the been hospitalized only two months
death of a Woodbridge man in 2005 prior to his death after his larynx
and awarded hfs family more than swelled and he almost suffocated,
$11 million in damages, He visited Madaris in late July
The jury deliberated less than 2005 because of pain in his gums,
three hours over two days before Madaris told him he needed his
finding that George Flugrad com- \yisdom teeth removed and gave
mitted medical malpractice when him the names of two oral sur-
he failed to gel clearance from £eons, including Flugrad. Keller
Francis Keller's doctor to remove Chose Flugrad, according to testi-
Keller's wisdom teeth after Keller 0Dy In the trial. Madaris also told
told him he had an impaired im- Keﬂerh}s teeth_neededgcleamng.
mune system, Testimony in the trial revealed

A that when Keller returnéd days
The jury of four women and two o
men cleared Keller’s family dentist, é?:ﬁ;mtg hl\é[%gﬁfh e‘:gﬁga] fg gig?
John Madarls of Fords, of any neg- ;=0 o 0 dton arebas
ligence in Keller's death on Aug, 5, wouldn't clean his teeth without
i?ggé dllﬁisi}uglelig after Flugrad re- o ical clearance, She contaeted
When the itv's ver dict, with 1 his doctor’s staff who told her Kal- -
O BIC JULY 8 VELdict, With - 10 0019t have any dental work
terest; is combined with other set- unifl he came to see his doctor
tements reached in the case, Kel- gyt she to1d Keller that he shogld
ler’s parfents will receive more than g0 to his doctor before having any
$12 million, according to their " Gental work done because of his
tomey, David Mazie, a partner in condition,
Mazie Slater Katz & Freeman of The question of blame centered

alore, Roseland, around a phone conversation Ma-
After the jury’s verdict was re-  garis and Flugrad had the evening

corded, Helen Keller, who filed the of Aug. 4, 2005, when Keller had his
suit representing her son's estate, surgery, .

OTO AGENGY

. broke down in tears. Flugrad testified Madaris called
icate that “The money will never bring my  him and they diseussed Keller. He i
Senate | son back no matter how much I spid Madaris never told him that |

prevents someone else from going medical clearance. The oral Suf-
through this heartache ” geon also said Keller told him he
= seat Madaris also broke down when had medical clearance for the -sur- !
*lawsuit | the jury cleared him of medical gery, ' |
te court | malpractice and was consoled by But, Madaris said the conversa- ‘

ut to run | 864" Keller said. “I only hope it Keller's doctor had not given W ! /

Norm his wife, Barbara, tion never took place. He testified
ting Flugrad was not in the court- he ealled Flugrad only to tell him to '
It the room to hear the verdict, His attor- have a good vacation. Flugrad was
oth ney declined to comment, leaving for vacation Aug. 5, 2005 for

During the week-long trial in two weeks.
stafew | New Brunswick, attorneys for Ma- Madar$ sald he felt “vindi-
daris and Flugrad blamed each cated” by the jory.
ifiedre- | other for Keller's death and “I did nothing wrong,” he said.
tken 225 | Prought in expert doctors, as did "But, every Aug.'5, Il grieve for
ce Goy, | Made, to testify to what the “stan- this family.”

¢ " | dard of eare” in handling the Sue Epstein may be reached at
Yo 21-year-old’s condition should have  sepstein@stariedger.com or (732)
anelec- | paey, . 249-5670.
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